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Albrecht Durer “The Prodigal Son” c. 1496
Lent 1

Scriptures: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Luke 4:1-13

The worship committee selected the theme for our Lenten journey from one of our lectionary texts in Lent.  Isaiah 55:3 reads “Listen, so that we may live.” This Lent we invite everyone to create some time each week to just listen, to suppress the desire to always be doing something and instead create brief spaces for us to give up our pens, to relinquish a bit of control so that we can acknowledge God as the grand Author of our lives and stories. 

Each week we encourage you to write down some thoughts and reflections which arise out of this time of listening (Or doodle a picture!). We will help guide this time around a question or theme. And each week during service, we will briefly create space for anyone to share what they have been wrestling with or been inspired by during this time of reflection. We hope that this practice, this taking up of a new spiritual discipline will help prepare you for God's new life of Easter. 

Sam Wells one insisted that here we are, thinking our heart-searching of faith, our journey, ourselves is what the story is all about. This is the good news. It is not. The story is all about God. And the way to allow yourself to become part of the story is to stop running away, to stop hiding from the one who yearns and searches for you. Faith is all about us trying to make the story about us and instead realizing that it is not.
How do you acknowledge God as Author of your story? What ways do you recommend for coming to the end of yourself so that you are free to align with God and God's story?

Lent 2

Scriptures: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Luke 13:31-35

The Scriptures for this week remind us that there are many dark things we face and confront in our lives that cause fear. However, Abram only encounters God when a “deep and terrifying darkness” descends upon him. 

This week, we would like you to reflect on where you find hope amid all the darkness of our world. How does the image of God as “a hen who gathers her brood” speak to you?

Lent 3

Scriptures: Isaiah 55:1-9

Isaiah 55 was written to a people in exile; it was written to a people searching for a new way of living out God's vision and mission for the world in their new context. These Israelites were trying to make sense of how they were going to uphold and renew the promises of David. 

It is at this moment that God calls the Israelites to listen, so that they may live. Or as one commentator translates this verse: “Listen and you will be revived.”

Our summer sabbatical experience was meant to be one of revival. It was an extended period of claiming and testing our heritage so that we could keep on rising from the dead. Your experience revolved around two important questions: “How does Mennonite history relate to who we are today?” and “How are individuals uniquely living our their Mennonite faith elsewhere?” 

The purpose of these questions was to invite God's Spirit to help us discern how God is actively beckoning Peace Mennonite Church to become something fresh and new. This week, in preparation for our retreat, we would like you to listen to how God moved, challenged, and inspired you through this journey. What burning questions have you been wrestling with these past few months because of it? How is God calling us today to display God's peace, mercy, and justice to our neighbors? How is God reviving us at this time and in this place? 

Lent 4

Scriptures: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

We all know the story of the prodigal son well. Perhaps so well that it can be hard to see anything new in it. If I'm honest, I'm grateful that I'm on vacation this week and that Wayne will be preaching on it this year. When I'm preaching and I can't find a way into a familiar text that is both new and life giving, often I turn to images as a way of being drawn into the biblical text.

This week, I invite you this week to look up Rembrandt's monumental painting entitled: “The Return of the Prodigal Son” and to spend some time listening to it. This was one of Rembrandt's final works and is considered by many to be his greatest masterpiece. 

As you listen to the picture and contemplate the characters, consider which person you identity with most closely. How do you feel about each character? Which one most resembles your feelings at the time?

What about the people in the shadows … who are these people and what role do they play in the painting?  

Rembrandt was an artist who illustrated Scripture in order to understand it for himself. His prints are interpretive. And it is clear that the Prodigal Son is one of the stories which haunted his imagination. He treated the subject at at least nine times. The first of the depictions was a double portrait of himself and his young wife where he is in the guise of The Prodigal wasting his inheritance in riotous living. If you want a challenge this week, how would you follow Rembrandt in drawing yourself into the story of the prodigal son?
Lent 5

Scriptures: John 12:1-8

I believe Judas often gets unfairly criticized. I think Judas cared deeply, passionately about the wellbeing of Israel. I often wonder if he cared more than the rest of the disciples. Perhaps he even cared too much.  

Imagine what it must have been like to give up everything to follow someone, only to see them waste opportunity after opportunity to seize the initiative, to live into their potential, to grasp the power and control at their finger tips. Near the end you can sense Judas' mounting frustration.

The anointing at Bethany must have been the turning point. Here Jesus accepts Mary's act of devotion where she took expense perfume and poured it on Jesus' feet to prepare him for burial. Judas, though, understood that this was another opportunity utterly wasted. The money could have been harnessed for the growth of the movement. It could have been used to feed hungry mouths. 

How do you resinate with Judas? How are you tempted to act like him? And how do you balance extravagance with the virtues of simplicity and generosity?

Palm Sunday

Scriptures: Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 19:28-40 

What does Palm Sunday mean to you? 

Years ago, Mennonite theologian, Chris Huebner, preached about how this is a story that forces us to put ourselves into question. It is a story of tension that undoes our expectations about Christ, about God, and most importantly about time. 

Quoting Huebner, “If there is truth to the claim that we are standing at the edge of history, it is that history – as read from the perspective of Holy week – is radically redefined. To live in a time that is defined by the life, death, and resurrection of Christ is to inhabit a time that is profoundly untimely when measured from the perspective of other ways of understanding time. It is not primarily about progress... It does not involve exclusions, the setting of boundaries, and the policing of territories. Rather, it calls us to be vulnerable to one another, to love even our enemies. It is not an exercise in self-legitimation, a way of securing power, but an ongoing practice of dispossession and the renunciation of our lust for power.”

What might it mean for us to live into God's time? To really believe that the cross has freed us from narrating time as about us and instead learn that we have all the time in the world?

Easter Sunday

Scriptures: John 20:1-18

Easter can be hard to see in our world today. We all know the reality of Good Friday much more than we know the joy of Easter. We see Good Friday daily. It makes sense to us. And this means that the Good News of God's life is easily missed even when it is right before us.

The Scriptures remind us that Mary Magdalene, in her own dark moment, at first misrecognizes Jesus on Easter morning believing that he is a lowly gardener. What might we learn from this about seeing the image of God in unexpected faces and places? 

