When Mennonites came to Poland they were very valued as agents of economic development. However, when Mennonites started here they didn't really think of Poland as their homeland, for they saw themselves as refugees. They did however think of the kingdom of God as their homeland, for this is something they could take with them wherever they went …

The focus of their identity was on living lives modeled on their understanding of Christ. The focus was not on refusing military service. For them living a Christ centered life meant, for the most part, creating communities that focused on worship, on holy living, in a church community that was clearly separated from the state. In addition, they would take care of all of their own poor.

Mark Jantzen - “Who are my Friends? Where am I at Home?

We're conditioned to look at [repentance] as holy activities we have to add to our docket... We think repentance... is 'you need to start doing this too.'..So that it is us doing the good news, rather than trying to negate the whole heaping history of bad news that we've caused...If we want to be a part of what God is doing in the world, we have to make space for interruption...It's against the grain profoundly to start creating space where you don't do anything. But unless we can learn to be content with that, I really believe we're going to be useless to the kingdom of God because...the holy spirit primarily moves outside of you.

Mark van Steenwyk

“I don’t think our age is one that is prone to confuse the material world for the spiritual. And thus erroneously misdirect our worship. Instead, I think we live in a world that has a deficit of worship altogether. We are so overstimulated and desensitized that we are often too numb anyways. We explain away, embarrassed by that pressure that builds up inside, that wants to see the world through the glistening eyes of a child. discovering the newness of every day and the simplicity of what we can touch, what we can taste, what we can hear, and see... [However], through us the universe prays. Through us the universe worships.”

Ross Hennessy

“[In Egypt], the Israelites were actually constituted as a threat. Their very presence was a problem. They were seen as dangerous because of their growth in the land. Do you understand what it means when your very body, your very person is perceived as a threat and a problem to others? What does that mean… to live and have your body be perceived as a problem? When people gaze upon your body, you don’t have any control over [the] particular reality [they create]. 
We are told that Moses’ parents saw that he was beautiful. Despite the anti-Israelite gaze coming down from the Pharaoh who determined that their deaths were the only solution to resolve their presumed problematic presence and growth in the land, Moses’ parents still saw his beauty. They saw that he mattered.

In the midst of white supremacy and the ongoing anti-black sentiments that permeate our society, are you able to perceive, affirm, and act on the assertion that black life matters? When you look at black people, do you see their beauty? 

For much of the Mennonite church’s existence in the United States, it has turned its eyes away from the blood that has dripped from black bodies and that has stained the foundations of our society. Can you faithfully be a Mennonite and not take sides?” 

Drew Hart

“I’m going to give you three markers of an anti-Jesus God:

1.  An impersonal God who is silent to the oppressed, stoic, rooted in the past,   and is always in favor of oppressive systems of power.


2.  Does not respond to the disenfranchised.  This anti-Jesus God asks us to do nothing.


3. Constructs boundaries of exclusion so that it keeps people in their place.  It is always at the expense of the others.”

“But, if there is one thing you take from me…Jesus is the exact representation of the Father in bodily form…”

“There are three markers of a Jesus-looking God:


1.  He is an embodied God in Jesus and present.


2.  This God always responds to suffering and the disenfranchised.


3.  He’s always opposed to injustice and where other have resurrected walls of separation, Jesus lays his body down as a bridge over those walls.”

Tyler Tully
